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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


MEMBERSHIPS FALL INTO THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: Life - $200.00 
Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband-and wife) - $12.00; 
Student'- $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) 
and Senior Citizens - $5.00. 


The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and 
visitors are always welcome.- Outdoor field events are scheduled through¬ 
out the year and nature sanctuaries are maintained at Spooky Hollow and 
Short Hills. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Bairy 
Cherriere, 506-575 Queenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1K1 (Phone 
560-7476). _ 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESID ENT 

Sincere thanks to Marion Shivas and to her super work crew for a job well 
done in Spooky Hollow on November 1st. Once again it is a joy to walk all the 
trails. Herb Robert is still blooming and very healthy Hepatica plants indicate 
lots of bloom for next April, but don't wait until spring. A winter walk in this 
delightful area can be very rewarding too. Do visit your sanctuaries . 

Special thanks, too, to all who gave of their time this fall to act as leaders 
on the outings, to Kevin McLaughlin, Bill Gilmour, George Meyers, Marion Shivas, 
Dorothy Curtis-Hare and Dean Gugler. Those who participated learned much and en¬ 
joyed the day in the out-of-doors. 

Hats off, too, to Bruce Duncan for organizing and compiling the Pall Bird 
Count. We are eagerly awaiting the results. 

And ,the : programmes at our monthly meetings have been excellent. ; Members Jack 
Carey, Jack Lord and Pierre Mineau, we extend to you our sincere appreciation for 
sharing your knowledge with us in such an expert manner. 

Mary and Norm Pomfret will be on hand to welcome you to the next meeting. If 
you would like to help by providing two dozen cookies for a special Christmas 
social hour give Shirley Klemept a call (Burlington 634-8062). Hope to see you 
there. 

My Best Wishes to all and to your families for a Very Merry Christmas Season 
and may■the f New Year bring Good Health and much Happiness and greater opportunities 
to enjoy the wonders of nature. 

• ■ Hazel Broker 

***** ***** ****** 


FROM THE EDITOR 

I would like to thank all those who have contributed articles and notes for 
my WOOD DUCK file. Keep them coming and if possible got them in by the first week 
of the month preceding publication month if you wish them to be in the next issue. 

We also extend thanks to our team of collators- — Norm Ralston, Bruce Duncan, 
Jack Mclnally, Jo Harschnitz and Barbara Reid- — who helped to put this issue 
together at the home of Sheila Forbes, 106 Reding Road in Ancaster on November 24. 

We still need volunteers for future months. Those who have already signed 
up for December and January/81 are listed below. 

Monday, December 29. 1980 - Jfeff Blezius, Mrs. Laurel North, Agnes Hamstra. 

Monday, January 26, 1981 - Margaret MacKenzie, Michael Clark, Ruth Lenz, 

Margaret Firth. 

If you can volunteer a couple of hours, sign the list at the December meeting. 
EXCHANGE PUBLICATIONS : 

Once a year at the end of December, back volumes of our many exohange publi-- 
cations(which you see displayed-at the monthly meetings) are assembled and put 
in the RBG Library . If you have any back issues of any ofthose publications which 
you have been holding back, please bring them to the December meeting so that 
Marvin Grove can complete the volumes before taking them to the RBG. 

GROUP SHOW SCRE EN: 

Phyllis Morrow would appreciate members sharing their slides at the monthly 
meetings by signing up to supply 20 slides for the month of your choice. The list 
will be displayed in the foyer or phone Phyllis at 387-1104. 
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#*********#*x********************* 
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


i(.*ffllf|§^9§**IS§SW*******-K-************************** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 


Time MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1980 at G;00 p.m . 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Speaker DR, JAMES PRINGLE will present a programme entitled 

"A NATURALISTS TRIP TO PERU" 

Dr, Pringle is Plant Taxonomist with the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. We shall follow him as he travels through Peru. 
Don't miss this opportunity to see the rich Botanical life 
of this South American country. 

Next Meeting ; Monday, January 12, 1901 

VISITORS WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 
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CLUB FIELD EVENTS DEC./JAN. CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 - all day ( Long Point Christmas Bird Count ) 
Traditionally Hamilton Naturalists have been the mainstays of this count and 
we look for their continued support this year. As in the past few years,the 
Long Point Bird Observatory has offered their facilities at the Backus House 
for a get together & meal after the count. 

Phone Barry Jones 519-583-1407 or write P.0. Box 1406, Port Dover,Ontario 


NOA 1N0 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 - all day 

Christmas Bird Count - volunteers are needed to take part in this inter¬ 
national bird count. There is a small fee of $2.00 to defray costs of com¬ 
pilation and publication in "American Birds" 

Compiler George North Burlington 634-5463 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 at 8;00 a.m. 

Winter Waterfowl Census - An opportunity to observe and identify waterfowl 
wintering in our area. Meet at Dundurn Castle parking lot. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Bob Curry 640-6895 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 at 11;00 p.m . 

Winter on the North Shore of Cootes Paradise - A leisurely walk through fields, 
woods and marsh, Meet at R.B.G. Arboretum parking lot. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 


SUMMER NATURALIST/INTERPRETER JOBS IN ONTARIO 'S N ATIONAL PARKS 
Point Pelee - Georgian Bay Islands - St. Lawrence Islands - Pulcaskwa 

Notice to students or graduates of accredited university programs in the natural 
sciences or of accredited community college programs in historic/natural interpretatic 

If you are looking for a challenging summer job that will combine your interest 
in the natural sciences with an opportunity to communicate with the public, then you 
may be interested in applying for s, job as a Summer Naturalist/interpreter in one of 
Ontario's national parks. 

To find out if you qualify to apply and to obtain application forms, contact 
your student placement office on campus or the Ontario Public Service Commission 
office. Send completed applications to address shown on page 68 at bottom. 
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WORKSHOP AT SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Saturday, November 1, 19G0 dawned dull and cool but fourteen members 
rallied too the call for volunteers, and, as a result, dear old Spooky is in 
a measurably-improved state through their efforts. 

A new bridge structure was built over Fisher's Greek in the northern 
section. Our indomitable President, Hazel, with her crew did an admirable 
job of recutting of the trail on the southern section of the Carolinian Loop, 
putting it back on the original hillside location above the south meadow 
and into the valley trail leading to the western clearing. As well, this 
group opened a walking path through the right-of-way on the western boun¬ 
dary (which appears on our sanctuary map as Sassafras Lane) and which had 
been closed completely in by a nearby irate farmer. 

Everyone joined in the arduous job of transporting the timber for the 
new bridge from the Main Entrance, plus the tools, etc. Lumber, cut to size, 
was kindly donated to the Club by the Long Point Region Conservation Author¬ 
ity. Bill Baskerville of the Authority and his wife, attended in the morning 
and helped to transport some of the lumber to the bridge site. 

Under Ian Reid’s excellent leadership and advice, the new structure 
over the creek, plus new steps on the path leading from the main trail, are 
now a reality. 

An unknown good elf had built a splendid new bridge over the creek in 
the southern section leading to Leatherwood Lane in the east. We do not 

know but believe him to be - Bob Elstone. Whoever.it is a fine piece 

of work and we are truly thankful. 

The old bridge at this point was retrieved from the creek and placed 
over a sinkhole in the path in this area, 

A few signs were posted and the trail to the East (Leatherwood Lane 
on our map) was re-ribboned, to guide visitors past the massive tree falls 
caused by the cyclonic winds in May 1978, The Oak Circle Trail was re¬ 
ribboned as well. 

The obstruction at the Main Entrance was cut back, and our Spooky 
Hollow Sign (created by my late husgand and forged for the club by Mr, 

Ralph Hendry of Galt) had been taken down by vandals late last summer. This 
was replaced and will be painted next spring. It had been thrown into the 
high grass near the main entrance and we were fortunate to locate it. 

Additionally, corduroy entities were put in the wet spots near the 
main entrance. 

Personnel in the work party were - Jeff Blezius, Dave Bradley,Hazel 
Broker, Matt Broker, Ed Ellis, Shirley Element,George McBride, Evelyn Morris, 
Barbara Reid, Ian Reid, Rick Seeley, Helen Taylor, Charlie Zimmerman, and 
your Sanctuary Director. 

Everyone did his share and more, and I am sincerely grateful to them for 
the help so cheerfully given and for the accomplishment of much-needed repairs 
in our Club property. They were generous indeed with their time and physical 
energies. Few achieved much! 


Marion S, Shivas, Sanctuary Director. 
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CORRESPONDENCE CORRESPONDENCE CORESPONDENCE 

CLA RIFICATION RE TREE CUTTING IN HALTON REGION 

80 Oct.14 

"I read with great interest the Conservation Directors Report for 19/9- 
80 (Wood Duck Oct./CO) particularly the concern expressed regarding tree 
cutting in Halton Region Conservation Areas. The issue of forest management 
in these areas, and also illegal tree cutting practices, has been of con¬ 
siderable concern to the Region of Halton over the past several years. 

By way of background information, I would first like to reiterate some 
of the history of environmental planning in this area. Many of the forested 
areas along the escarpment are designated Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
in the new Halton Regional Official Plan that was finally approved by the 
Province on August 1,1980. The Regional Plan designates 38 Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas which require Environmental Impact Assessments before develop¬ 
ments may occur. These policies are not absolutely prohibitive but do assure 
that environmental impact will be documented and considered during the normal 
planning process. This is a major step forward from previous practice that 
often ignored environmental considerations. These ESA's were established and 
are now reviewed by the Halton Ecological Environmental Advisory Committee, 
which, over the years, has had several members that are also members of the .... 
Hamilton Naturalist Club. In addition, many members of the Hamilton Natura¬ 
list Club t particularly the late Dr. Robert McLaren, provided a great deal 
of extremely useful flora and fauna data that was instrumental in documenting 
the significance of these areas, and assisted in having the areas accepted 
by Regional Council and the Province. Dr. Paul Eagles, for example, has been 
a member of EEAC since its inception in 1976. 

Incidentally, the Region of Halton, largely due to the excellent work of 
the EEAC committee, received the Conservation Award this year from the feder¬ 
ation of Ontario Naturalists. Several FON Members are also on the EEAC Com¬ 
mittee , 

In light of the above, the concerns expressed by the Conservation 
Director with respect to forest management practices in these ESA's require . 
further discussion. After a great deal of interaction with Conservation 
Authorities, the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ecological and Environ¬ 
mental Advisory Committee, and the Regional and Area Planning Staff, a policy 
was accepted regarding tree cutting in ESA's as follows: The policy of tie 
Region is to require an Environmental Impact Assessment for proposed tree 
cutting within Environmentally Sensitive Areas, with the exception of tree 
cutting under a forest management plan approved, after consultation with the 
Region, by the Ministry of Natural Resources or a local Conservation Author¬ 
ity. The only means of enforcing illegal tree cutting is through the Halton 
Tree Cutting By-law that was passed under the Trees Act. There are several 
loop holes in this by-law that allow anyone who owns property for over two 
years, or is cutting the trees for his own personal use, to proceed to cut 
trees with impunity. 

The Region realizes that this policy does not solve the problem and have 
undertaken additional work as follows: The Conservation Authority and the 
Region of Halton are gathering considerable flora and fauna data on EoA s, 
and are presently working co-operatively with the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to review each forest management proposal in light of the available environ¬ 
mental data to determine if any negative impact is likely. Several exceptions, 
such as the unfortunate tree cutting in the Crawford Lake Area, were not 
reviewed by EEAC and underline the necessity for a careful approach to 

forest management. (continued on next page) 
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Clarification re Tree Cutting In Halton Region (continued) 

"Forest management practices that have been reviewed on private and public 
land are now being monitored over a five year period by MNR biologists and 
EEAC, Hopefully, this monitoring will provide us with the additional infor¬ 
mation necessary to determine whether forest management practices need to be 
altered in the future. The co-operative relationship that has been established 
over the past two years with government agencies, and the new emphasis that 
we feel has been brought to bear on forest management regarding a sensitivity 
to ground flora, and non-game fauna such as songbirds, is a major step forward. 
The extensive discussions regarding the issue have clarified that a complete 
prohibition on forest management in all Environmentally Sensitive Areas would 
be unacceptable to the land owners involved, and unnecessary for ecological 
reasons as well. Certainly a large number of highly sensitive, unusual or 
unique wooded areas should be spared the foresters thinning practices, or the 
zealous land owners desire to clear cut for quick profit. The Conservation 
Authority and EEAC are gathering information each summer to be used in pre¬ 
paring an over all scheme for protecting additional areas where forest manage¬ 
ment should never occur. Our experience indicates that the issue is extremely 
complex and simple solutions such as prohibition, or managing for lumber only, 
are inappropriate. The greatly increased cost and demand for firewood has 
certainly aggravated the situation over the past 2 years. 

The Region and the Conservation Authority appreciate the expertise that 
the Hamilton Naturalist^BClub has provided to us in establishing Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas and we hope that we will continue to receive constructive com¬ 
ment. The co-operative arrangement that we have established whereby forest 
management proposals are reviewed, even though this is not required in any 
legal by-law, has been a step forward, and the reviewing and monitoring pro¬ 
cedures should eventually provide us witha more sophisticated approach to the 
issue, 

I respectfully suggest that this is a better approach than gathering 
"ammunition”, as was suggested in the Conservation Directors Report, to take 
what may be construed os an extreme or adversary position on a complicated 
issue. 

It is our experience that negative environmental impact is often difficult 
to determine, since it is not always clear as to which species should be 
managed for, and it appears not possible or desirable to leave all woodlots 
untouched." 

Yours truly, Paul Attack, Halton Regional Planner. 


CONSERVATION DIRECTOR'S APOLOGY 80 Oct.27 

■’I am writing in reference to my Conservation Director's Report which 
appeared in the October Hood Duck, The brief paragraph dealing with the 
Halton Region Conservation Authority's Forest Management Program ended with a 
request for information on flora and fauna of any of their Conservation Areas 
and my statement that ”,,,I need more'ammunition'.,." This last x^as not just 
an unfortunate choice of words, it xtfas a stupid one on my part, 

I have received two letters, one from the Conservation Authority and one 

from the Halton Regional Planner because of it-both writers x^ere justifiably 

upset. The obvious inference was that I was gathering material to attack the 
Conservation Authority Program. This is not the case. In my reply to the 
letter from the H.R.C.A. outlining their Forest Management Program, I expressed 
the Club's concerns about maintaining habitat diversity, making provisions for 

(continued on page 59) 




MINTUES OP GENERAL MEETING OP HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB Held on Monday, Nov. 10, 
1980, at Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Burlington, Ontario at 8;00 p.m. 


Hazel Broker, President, chaired the meeting and welcomed the approximately 
100 members and guests who were present. 

She thanked James Dowall and Donald Babb who greeted the members and guests. 

Hazel expressed sincere thanks to Marion Shivas and the 14 member work party 
for the great amount of work which had been done at Spooky Hollow on November 1. 

The large bridge had been replaced with a completely new one. Trails had been 
cleared and marked and corduroying of the main trail started. 

The participants in the Pall Bird Count were thanked. Bruce Duncan reported 
that approximately 135 species had been sighted and that a full report would appear 
in the January WOOD DUCK. 

Hazel Broker reported that the 'Hamilton Environment '80' Conference was to 
bo hold at Mohawk College on November 14/l5 and that she would be responsible 
for a Club display. 

The next meeting being the Christmas one, Shirley Kloment had asked for vol¬ 
unteers to provide festive cookies and squares. 

Norman Ralston introduced the speaker for the evening, Pierre Mineau. Pierre, 
who is a member of the Club, works for the Canadian Wildlife Service and is based 
at the Canada Centre for Inland Waters. 

Pierre's programme entitled 'Everything You Wanted To Know About Snow Geese 
But Were Afraid To Ask', was based on work he did for his Master's Degree at 
Queen’s University. 

The talk, illustrated with beautiful slides, dealt specifically with the 
Lesser Snow Goose. Pierre explained the migration patterns from the Gulf Coast 
of the U.S.A. to Keewatin on the west shore of Hudson Bay and how these patterns 
have been influenced by man. He gave an extremely interesting account of the 
breeding patterns of the geese and mentioned the many predators which attack the 
goose eggs and young goslings. The male and female roles within the nesting 
colonies were explained in detail. 

Pierre concluded his talk saying that the population of the Lesser Snow Goose 
appears to be relatively stable at the moment. Although large numbers are lost 
to hunters, the establishment of Migratory Bird Sanctuaries on the coast of 
Hudson Bay has helped maintain the population. 

Bruce Duncan thanked Pierre Mineau for his marvellous presentation, which 
gave the members such an interesting and humorous account of the Snow Goose. 

Before adjourning the meeting, Hazel Broker thanked Dorothy Curtis-Hare, 

Marg Gilmour, John MacRae and Tom Yoshida for the slides they contibutod for the 
Foyer Presentation, 

_ Barbara Rei d, S e cretary^_ 

Conservation - (cont'd from page 58) 

rarer species, and not managing every property for lumber. I also offered the 
Club's assistance in natural surveys of their properties. I am firmly of the 
opinion that constructive criticism and co-operation such as the above rather than 
an adversary approach are much more productive. My choice of words in the Con¬ 
servation Director's Report was wrong and their meaning was certainly not intended. 
I should have said that I needed information to support our point of view. I 
apologize to Mr. John Bush and Mr. Robert Edmonson of the Halton Region Conser¬ 
vation Authority, to Mr. Paul Attack of the Regional Municipality of Halton and 
to Club members." 


Yours truly, Bruce Duncan, Conservation Director, HNC 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to November 16, 1980 - 262 

- indictes first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Oct. 

27 

Arctic Loon 

Nov. 

8* 


Nov. 

15 a 


Nov. 

15 P 

Red-necked Grebe 

Nov. 

2 

H orned Grebe 

Oct. 

12 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Nov. 

2 

D.-c. Cormorant 

Nov. 

2 

Black-crowned 

Oct. 

12 

Night Heron 

Oct. 

19 

Mute Swan 

Nov. 

5 

Green-winged Teal 

Oct. 

18 

Blue-wingea Teal 

Nov. 

8 

Northern Shcveler 

Oct. 

13 


Nov. 

15 

Wood Duck 

Oct. 

8 


Nov. 

2 

Re dhead 

Oct. 

5 


Nov. 

2 

Ring-necked Duck 

Oct. 

5 

Canvasback 

Oct. 

5 

Common Goldeneye 

Oct. 

13 F 

Bufflehesd 

Oct. 

13 F 

Oldsquaw 

Oct. 

12F 


Oct. 

25 

Sur f Scoter 

Oct. 

5* 


Oct. 

12 

Black Scoter 

Oct. 

12F 

Ruddy Duck 

Oct. 

13 


Oct. 

13 

H ooded Merganser 

Nov. 

2 

Common Merganser 

Oct. 

11F 

Red-br. Merganser 

Oct. 

12F 

Turkey Vulture 

Oct. 5 

, 13 


Oct. 

22 


Nov. 

1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Ncv. 

8 

Cooper's Hawk 

Nov. 

2 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Oct.22, 29 

Red-shouldered 

Oct. 

22 

Hawk 

Nov. 

2 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Oct. 

5 


Oct. 

12L 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Oct. 

13 F 

Gray Partridge 

Nov. 

2 

Sora 

Oct. 

11 

Common Gallinule 

Oct. 

19 

American Coot 

Oct. 

13 

Semipal. Plover 

Oct.11, 18 


Great migration westwards at 
1 Lake Ontario at Canal 
.m. 1 in Beach Canal 

.m. 1 Van Wagner's Beach 

1, 1 Woodland Ce.; Grimsby 
6 Lake at Walker's Line 
1 Lake at Grimsby 

1 Dundas Marsh 
3 Rattray's Marsh 
3 Van Wagner's Beach 
6 Lake at Oakville 
80 Dundas Marsh 
1 Tollgates Pond 
60 East end of Bay 
120 East end of bay 
32 Dundas Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 

22 East end of bay 
41 Valens Reservoir 

6 East end of Bay 
1 East end of Bay 

3 East ena o bay 

6 East end of Bay 

1 Lake at Guelph Line 
500 Van Wagner's Beach 

1 East ena of Bay 

4 Lake at Gurlph Line 

2 Lake at Walker's Line 
50 East end of Bay 

23 Woodland Cemetery 

3 Dundas Marsh 

7 Dundas Marsh 

2 Lake at Walker's Line 
12; 2 Aldershot; High Level 
7 McMaster University 
1 McMaster University 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Dundas Marsh 
32; 46 McMaster Univ. 

37 McMaster University 

2 Dundas Marsh 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 McM ster University 
1 over Dundas 
1 Grimsby 

1 N. shore Dundas Marsh 
1 Tollgates Pond 
7 East end of Bay 

2, 1 Dundas Marsh 


GrimJhyk Mclnally 

Kevin McLaughlin 

James Dowall 

Michael Clark 

Curry, Evans; G. Meyers 

Kevin McLaughlin 

George Meyers 

R. Curry; Verne Evans 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Kevin McLaughlin 

George & Laurel North 

Michael Cl'rk 

K vin McLaughlin 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Michael Clark 

Michael Clark 

H. Curry, V. Evans 

Robert Curry 

Laurel North 

Robert Curry 

Robert Cuiry 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Kevin McLaughlin 

K:'vin McLaughlin 

Robert Curry 

Kevin McLaughlin 

K"vin McLaughlin 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

K. McLaughlin, D. Copelan 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Robert Curry 

Jerry Chappie 

Jerj.y Chappie 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Jerry Chappie 

J->rry Chappie 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Robert Curry 

J rry Chappie 

Jerry Chappie 

George Meyers 

Kevin McLaughlin 

MoLaughlin, Waldhuber 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Kevin McLaughlin 
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K, Golden Plover 

Nov. 

1 

2 Bull's Point 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-b. Plover 

Nov.l, 

8 

12, 6 Bull's Point 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Oct. 

13 

1 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

American Woodcock 

Nov. 

2 

3 Hopkins Tract RBG 

J. & Nina Chappie, Ch. We 

Common Snipe 

Nov. 

2 

19 Valley Inn 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Spotted Sandpiper 

N ov. 

2 

1 Willow Point 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Oct. 

8 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Lesser Yelloslegs 

Nov. 

2 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Oct. 

11 

80 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-rumped 

Oct. 

13 

1 Tollgates Pond 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Sandpiper 

N ov. 

2 , 8 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Curry, McLaughlin 


Nov. 

9 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Sep. 

7 

3 Flamborough Downs 

Robert Curry 


Oct.lj 

S, 19 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Curry; McLaughlin 

Dunlin 

Nov. 

1 

1000 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Common Dowitcher 

May 

18 F 

6 Smithville Lagoons 

Jerry Chappie, R. Byron 

Long-billed 

Oct. 

5 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Robert Curry 

Dowitcher 

Oct. 11,19 

1, 2 Dundas Marsh 

K vin McLaughlin 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Oct. 

13 

2, 1 Dundas Marsh; Strathe" 

me McLaughlin; Curry, Evan 


Oct. 

19 

1 Bull's Point 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Semipal. Sandp. 

Oct. 

13 

2 Strathearne 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Buff-br. Sandpiper 

Sep. 

7* 

1 Flamborough Downs 

Robert Curry 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Oct. 

18 

1 East end of Bay 

K-vin McLaughlin 


Nov. 

1 

1 Tollgates Pond 

David Agro 

Sanderling 

Oct. 

12 

11 Beach Canal 

K-vin McLaughlin 


Nov, 

2 

3 Beach Canal 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Screech Owl 

Nov. 

2 

1 Churchill Fields 

R. Curry, V. Evans 


Nov. 

6 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Saw-whet Owl 

May 

26L 

1 "Whitehem" 

Nina & G. Chappie 


Nov. 

2F 

1 H cpkins Tract RBG 

G. & N. Chappie, Ch. Wood 

Common Nighthawk 

Oct. 

3L 

1 McMaster University 

Jerry Chappie 

Red-he ad. W'dpkr. 

Nov. 

5 

1 Wocdburn Rd Binbrcck 

Don Bayley 

Y.-b. Sapsucker 

Oct. 

19 

1, 1 Bull's Pt.; Van ’Wagner's Kevin McLaughlin 

Bl.-b. 3-toed Wdpkr Nov. 16*- 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Tern & Anne Reid 

Eastern Phcebe 

Nov. 

7 

1 Malloch Tower RBG 

Bruce Duncan 

E. Wood Pewee 

Nov. 

2 

1 Bull's Point 

Alan Wormington 


Nov. 

8 L 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clark 

Tree Swallow 

Oct'. 

26 

3 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Nov. 

9 

1 Caledonia 

Bruce Duncan 

Bam Swallow 

Oct. 

13L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Cliff Swallow 

Sep. 

14L 

20 High Level Bridge 

Robert Curry 

Purple Ma.rtin 

Sep. 

14 

2 High Level Bridge 

R. bert Curry 


Sep. 

21L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Robert Curry 

Tufted Titmc use 

Nov. 

2 

2 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

H orned Lark 

Nov. 

1 

12CGr3:isle 

Thelma, Powell 

Red-breasted 

Oct. 

26 

4 Sulphur Springs 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Nuthatch 

Niv. 

2 

1 Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Brown Creeper 

Ncv. 

2 

1 Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

H cuse Wren 

Oct. 

13 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

R. Curry, V. Evans 

Winter Wren 

Oct. 

26 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma P'. well 

Carolina ‘Wren 

Oct. 

13 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

R. Curry, V. Evans 


Oct. 

24 on 2 Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 

N. Mockingbird 

Nov. 

10 

1 R. R. 1, Binbrcck 

Mrs. R'bert Catterson 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

26 

1 Nc:rth Shore Blvd. 

Dave St Thelma Powell 

Wood Thrush 

Sep. 

18 

1 92 H' stein Ancaster 

Robert Curry 

Hermit Thrush 

Nov. 

2 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

D'-ve & Thelma. Powell 


Ncv. 

2 

2 Taquanyah C’ ns. Area 

Mike Fu rbe r 
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Swainscn's Thrush 

Oct. 

13 

1 

Long'-b.Marsh Wren 

Nc v. 

2 

1 

Gray-cheek. Thrush 

Sap. 

21 

1 

Eastern Bluebird 

1980; 

3 pairs; 5 


Nov. 

7 

10 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Nov. 

2 

2 

Water Pipit 

Nov. 

2 

204 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Ncv, 

2F 

1 

Northern Shrike 

Nc v. 

2F 

1 

Trf-eyed Vireo 

Oct. 

5 

1 

Bl-&-wh 'Warbler 

Oct. 

5 

1 

Orange-erc wned 

Oct. 

5F 

1 

Warbler 

Nov. 

2 

1, 1 

Nashville Warb. 

Oct. 

19 

1 

Yellow Warbler 

Sep. 

14L 

1 

Magnolia Warbler 

Nov. 

2 

1 

Blackburnian warb. 

Nov. 

2 

1 

Bay-breasted 'Warb. 

Oct. 

13 

1 

Western Palm 

Sep. 

13F 

1 . 

Wa rble r 

Nov. 

2 

1 

Common Yellewthroat Nov 

. 2 

1 


Nov. 

2 

1 

American Redstart 

Nov. 

2 

1 

EMeadowla.rk 

Nc.v. 

2 

23 

Red-winged Bl. 

N'V. 

2 Upper Ml 

Rusty Blackbird 

Nov. 

2 

420 

Commc n Grackle 

Ncv. 

2 

900 

Brcwn-h. Cc wbird 

Nc.v. 

2 

350 

(Red-crested 
( Cardinal 

Ncv. 

2 

1 

Rc.se-br. Grosbeak 

Sep. 

27 

1 

Evening Grosbeak 

Ncv. 

2 

117; 3 


Nov. 6 

, 7 

40; 3 

Purple Finch 

Oct. 

19 

6 


Nov. 

2 

8 

House Finch 

Nov. 

5 

1 fem. 

Pine Grosbeak 

Nov. 

2* 

2 

Common Redpoll 

Nov. 

2F 

2 1 


Nov.8. 

, 9 

1, 6 . 

Pine Siskin 

Nov. 

2 

167 


Ncv. 

4 

80 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Nov. 

2 

1 

Savannah Sparrow 

Ncv. 

2 

2 

Vesper Sparrow 

Ncv. 

2 

5 

Am. Tree Sparrow 

Nc v. 

2F 

15 

Chipping; Sparrow 

Ncv. 

2 

1 

Clay-cc. Sparrow 

Oct. 

25 

4 

Field Sparrow 

Ncv. 

2 

2 

white-crewned Sp. 

Ncv. 

2 

1 

Fox Sparrow 

Oct. 

11F 

1 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Sep. 

21F 

1 

Snow Bunting 

Oct. 

26F 

1 


Ncv. 

2 

131 


Nc.v. 

2 

51 


d* 62 

Dund-.s Marsh willows 
Bronte Marsh 
92 Ho stain Ancastm 
nasts Winona 
Malic ch Tower RBG 
Grimsby 


R. Curry, V. Evans 
Mark Jennings 
Robert Curry 
Gerrge Coker, R. Hughes 
Bruce Duncan 
George Meyers 


204 Upper Middle & Appleby Mark Jennings 


1 Spring Garden R.B.G. 
Upper Middle Road 
N.. shore Dundas Marsh 
N. shore Dund-s Marsh 
N shore Dundas Marsh 
U. Middle Rd; bronte 
Valley Inn 
Tollgates Pc.nd 
Bull 1 s Pcint 
Lcngwc od Road 


U. MiddL 
Valley Inn 


Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Robert Curry 
Robeit Curry 
Robert Curry 
Mark Jennings 
McLaughlin, Waldhubar 
Robert Curry 
Alan Wermingten 
RCurry, V. Evans 
A. Curry, V. Evans 
R .bert Curry 
Alan Wo rmingten 
Rd & Appleby Mark Jennings 


U. Middle. Rd 


Upper Middle. Rd 
Upp r Middle Rd. 

Uople Middle Road 
Mineral Springs Road 
at Marsh 

92 He stein Ancaster 
U. Middle Rd.; Cayuga 
McMaster; Weodburn 
N 4 sh< re Dundas Marsh 
Upp r Middle Road 
Grimsby 
Bull 1 s Point 
Grimsby 


Jrimsby 


U. 

U. 

U. Middle Rd & Appleby 
Mllgrcve 

U. Middle Rd « Appleby 
upper Dundas Me rsh 
U. Middle Rd & Appleby 
U. Middle Rd & Appleby 
N. sh'. re Dundas Marsh 
Flambc. rough Downs 
Van Wagner 1 s Bea ch 
Grimsby 

Upper Middle Road 


Alan Wcrmingten 
Alan Wormingten 
& Appleby Mark Jennings 

10,800 Up^n, rkMJddMngsa d 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Sheila Forbes, Evelyn ) 
Morris, Lydia Hamilton ) 
Robert Curry 
Jennings; Mike Furber 
Chappie; Dm Bayley 
McLaughlin, Waldhuber 
Mark Jennings 
George Meyers 
Alan Wcrmingten 
Jack Mclnnlly 
Curry; McLaughlin 
Mark J innings 
Gee rge Meyers 


Middle Rd & Appleby Mark Jmnings 
Middle Rd St Appleby Mark Jennings 

Mark Jennings 
L. Sc G. North 
Mark Jennings 
Mich-cl Clark 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
K. vin McLaughlin 
Jerry Chappie 
Kevin McLaughlin 
George Meyers 
Mark Jennings 


Please send your bird recc rds by the 10th. of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, cr phone 634-5463 
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BIRDING - RESORT STYLE 

by Sheila Forbes 

There are those who go to the tropics to see hundreds of species ,birding from 
dawn to'long after dusk - and then there are the rest of us! 

We spent a week in St. Lucia in April, soaking up sun and warmth after a long 
cold Canadian winter, but like all good birders we had binoculars and a field 
guide with us. 

We saw our first birds at breakfast time, Lesser Antilean grackles on the 
dining room balcony. They are similar to our common grackles but with very 
untidy tails, During the morning we strolled around the hotel grounds and 
saw some little greenish-black birds feeding in the short grass. Much 
thumbing through the field guide, the conclusion was Black-faced Grassquits. 
Two lifers in two hours! 

On the way to the beach we passed some freshwater drainage ditches, lined with 
Cattle Egrets looking very handsome in buff-coloured breeding plumage. Along 
the shore, among the seaweed and the scuttling ghost crabs there were several 
spotted sandpipers, on their way north for the summer. 

A boat ride along the coast produced Magnificent Frigatebirds soaring overhead, 
but we did not think we could add silver flying-fish to our bird list. 

The route to the dining room took us past flame vines and hibiscus shrubs, 
where we lingered to watch the hummingbirds. They were fascinating, darting . 
about in the bright sunshine with their brilliant feathers aglow. We even¬ 
tually identified three species, the Antillean Crested hummingbird,the Green- 
throated hummingbird and the Purple-throated Carib, 

The alternative route to the dining room went by a pair of purple martins, 
nesting on the roof beams under the eaves. They appeared to have different 
plumage to the martin's we see at home, in that both the male and female have 
distinctive white marking on the breast. 

In the coconut grove beside the hotel, there lived a flock of red-necked 
pigeons while we saw the tiny ground-doves beneath the palms. 

The hotel grounds were full of flowering shrubs, with Tropical Mockingbirds, 
Bananaquits and Gray Kingbirds just watching us go by. 

Each evening at sunset a flock of Glossy Cowbirds appeared on the hotel lawn. 
These are South American birds, but changing habitat is causing them to spread 
northward through the islands. 

We achieved 15 species for our St. Lucia birdlist - not an impressive total - 
but see what YOU can do when you head down south this “winter. 


RAINY RIVER: JULY 1980 

by Bruce Duncan 

I spent a very enjoyable vacation this summer in northwestern Ontario,visiting 
some friends, touring old Fort William, and doing some birding in a unique 
part of the province. It was an extremely dry summer in the area with many 
forest fires, but all, gratefully, to the north of us. In the Quetico,the 
bush was crackly underfoot and a fire ban was in effect in spite of several 
showers while I was there. Some plants had suffered but a walk on the trail 
at Dawson Campgrounds turned up Moccasin flowers (Cypripedium acaule) past feheir 
peak, Round-leaved orchis(H. orbiculata )Hooker 1 s orchis(H, hookeri ),one of 
the Rattlesnake plantains( Goodyera repens ?) , two Pyrolas ( rotundifthlia and 

’■ (cent 1 d Yicxt pag'a) '• 
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Rainy River - July 1900 (continued ) 

asarifolia ) along with four Lycopodia and ten ferns, including Phegopteris 
connectllis in abundance. Broad-winged hawks were seen several times, and 
two groups of Boreal chickadees worked through the trees. Evening grosbeaks, 
Canada jays, and warblers popped up everywhere - we heard both Parula songs 
in the Quetico as well. But all this was not even a hint of what would 
follow as we drove west. 

At Fort Frances the land was more level and the spruce-pine-fir-aspen forest 
was becoming more and more aspen-dominated. The great granite crags of the 
Shield were disappearing and the land was being farmed, mostly in cattle. 

By the time we reached Rainy River, we were seeing a great deal of pasture- 
land with large tracts of aspen forest behind. 

Bill Wilson, a birding friend from Cambridge, and I spent only four days 
in the Rainy River, Lake-of-the-Woods area but in that time managed to turn 
up enough birds for a year. 

Everywhere were clay-c&loured sparrows, Brewer's Blackbirds and Western 
meadowlarks. In the poorly drained meadows, dozens of sedge wrens sang 
every morning while late in the evening a LeConte's sparrow could be heard 
and, after a good deal of stalking, seen. Eight or more short-eared owls 
frequented the low areas in the evening while fewer marsh hawks quartered 
them by day. Wetter poplar woods(though drier this past summer) and scrubby 
bush hid black-billed and yellow-billed cuckoos, mourning warblers(a number 
with broken eye-rings) and a good number of Connecticut warblers. These 
last were sipging, often at heights of 20 to 25 feet in full view - apparently 
typical behaviour in this habitat. 

We rented a boat to visit Sable Island and the mouth of the river, hoping 
to find several species nesting on the lake. Sure enough the yellow-headed 
blackbird colony was where it should be with the only thing missing from the 
colony in "the tick-infested wild rice)(aquote from Birding magazine) being 
the ticks. We didn't object at all. Crossing to the long sandspit of Sable 
Island, we spotted several white pelicans on the water and in the air as well 
as small flocks of Franklin's gulls. 

At the south end of the island, our first bird was a piping plover, running 
and pecking at the sand in front of a flock of Franklin's gulls that we esti¬ 
mated at 5,000 - all adults. Two more piping plovers showed up as well as 
some early southbound least and pectoral sandpipers, 

Back on the mainland, Bill and I later found nesting Eastern bluebirds(two 
pairs) an upland sandpiper with young, and two sharptailed grouse wandering 
along one of the roads. There were of course, dozens of other species, 
many in song early in the mornings - plus moose, bears and Franklin's 
ground squirrels (in the bur oak areas of Lake-of-the-Woods park). Well, this 
was birding plus we felt. 

Then we bumped into John Lamey and Alex Gray. I had planned on driving back 
to Thunder Bay the next day but changed my mind after listening to the list 
of birds they had seen in the area. Bill had a camera plus a reasonable lens, 
something John and Alex needed for verification of their sightings. Next 
day, we headed to a pasture field just off Highway 600 and spent five hours 
walking, running and crawling on hands and knees in a vain effort to photo¬ 
graph Ontario '3 first Sprague's pipits. It was pleasant enough watching the 
male fly stepwise higher and higher, circle the field at a quarter-mile 
height and sing his faint descending tinkles as he flew. LeConte's and 
Grasshopper sparrows inhabited this same field - as well as thirty rather 
mystified cattle. 
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Rainy River July 1980 (continued) 

Sable Island was our next stop, further north than Bill and I had visited 
the day before, to see and catch American avocets. The adults greeted us on 
the west side of the island as soon as we stepped out of the brush and onto 
the beach. Three small young were near the water. After a very brief chase, 
John caught one which we held for ten minutes of photographs(the first docu¬ 
mented breeding record for Ontario). On the way back to the mainland, a stop 
at a very large marshy area yielded three clicking yellow rails. Sharp-tailed 
sparrows and sandhill cranes eluded us. 

East of the town of Rainy River, we searched a small woods for a family of 
black-billed magpies and came up with the birds plus several nests(these 
were photographed). 

A long-eared owl family had appropriated one nest while in the other three, 

I could find nothing to indicate conclusively that the magpies had used 
it this year. However, four flying young and two adult birds in a woods 
with four nests will, we hope, be enough to add the species to Ontario's 
breeding birds. 

That, very briefly, is the story of our July 3-6 1980 visit to the Rainy 
River area. I had a plane to catch in Thunder Bay on the seventh and left 
the other three in the Sprague's pipit field dodging cow pies and tyying for 
a conclusive photograph. 

An interesting personal footnote to the trip come up at home, later. Sprague' 
pipit turned out to be my 300th Ontario species - an appropriately signifi¬ 
cant number, I thought. 


GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR BIRD PROJECTS 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation 
invites applications for grants to support projects on Ontario Birds in 1901. 

The Fund's aim is to encourage field studies by amateur naturalists and to 
support projects which increase or disseminate knowledge of birds in their 
natural environment or contribute to their preservation, Priority will be 
given to projects which involve volunteer naturalists in research or field¬ 
work and to applicants who do not have access to other sources of support. 

Examples of eligible projects might include(but are not limited to) individual 
or group research by amateur naturalists distributional or other surveys using 
information contributed by volunteers(e.g. Christmas Bird Counts) and publi¬ 
cation of local guides or checklists. 

Grants will not normally exceed $750, Applications are due by December 31, 
1900, and should be submitted on application forms obtainable from the 
Secretary, Jame3 L. Baillie Memorial Fund, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, 
P.0. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0. 

The James L, Baillie Memorial Fund approved four applications totalling 
about $2,500 in 1980, The Fund is financed in part from the proceeds of 
the Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count (Baillie Birdathon), Donations to 
the fund are tax deductible and may be sent to the address given above. 
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THE NEW ONES 


by Marvin Grove 

Is there anything more exciting to a birder than the first 
sighting of an unusual bird? And it doesn't have to be a rare bird to raise 
enthusiasm either, just new to himself. One of the nice things about 
birding is you're not competing with anyone, just developing your own skills 
of identification. 

■ This summer I was able to see and study two new species. Both of which 
were outside their usual territories. 

The first sighting was on July 6th, at the country home of friends 
several miles south of #53 highway on Fiddler's Green Road. It was a 
ringed turtle dove. At first there was considerable uncertainty about its 
identification since it is not listed in Peterson's, But after a bit of a 
scramble it was found in "Birds of North America" which shows it a common 
cage 'bird with a very small wild population in Florida and California. 

So, either someone is missing a.beautiful pet or this one wandered a long 
way from its home territory in the south. In any event it is a lovely bird 
to see with its pale cream plumage and black band clearly visible around the 
back of its neck. 

I spotted the second species on August 15th while camping for a few days 
at Presquile Provincial Park. 

At the west end of the park and at the base of a long finger of land that 
points to Gull Island there is a small pond about half an acre or so in size. 

It is surrounded by a dense wall of bullrushes. The water was still that day 
and it opened out to Lake Ontario through a Geries of bullrush lined water¬ 
ways, There were several small sandbars breaking the surface of the water and 
at one end of the pond the bottom rose to form a mud flat, Three dowitchers 
were working here probing the soft mud. Other sandpipers bobbed about looking 
for food. 

My attention was drawn from the dowitchers and sandpipers to a flock of 
ducks at the other end of the pond. Amongst them was one that was much lighter 
in colour than the others. It had a lot of white on the head and body, and a 
much shorter bill. It was an oldsquaw female. She floated quietly with some 
blue winged teals. 

The oldsquaw is by no means a rare bird. But it is a duck of the far 
north. Its distribution reaches over the width of North America and as far 
north as Canady goes. It winters mainly along the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. 
Smaller numbers spend the winter in the Great Lakes. 

I approached the ducks for a closer look. The teals were nervous but 
the oldsquaw paid little attention to me. Her distinctive markings, rounded 
head and short bill made an interesting contrast to the longer head and bill, 
and the drab colouring of the teals. Even the behaviour was very different: 
the excitable teals and the restrained oldsquaw. 

Furthermore the teals are surface feeders while the oldsquaw would dive 
and swim long distances under water to feed. Once she surfaced near me, and 
although she immediately turned away, she did not panic. The nervous teals 
flew off leaving the oldsquaw to her diving and feeding. 

After a while the flock of teals returned and swooped in to a landing 
near the oldsquaw. She x^as indifferent to them and climbed up onto a sand¬ 
bar, preened for a few minutes then settled dovm in the warm sun. Which is 
where I left her. 
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$27,000 Raised in Baillie Dirdathon 


by D.J.T, Hussel 

The fourth Jim Daillie Memorial Bird Count or "Baillie Birdathon", 
held throughout Ontario(and elsewhere)last spring, raised an estimated 
$27,000 in pledges to aid bird consdrvation and research, an increase of 
$4,000 over last year's total. 

The main event of the Birdathon season was held at Long Point on May 
2-3 in conjunction with the Lon-g Point Bird Observatory's annual meeting. 
There, about 40 birders took part and recorded 165 species while raising 
$16,000. A birdathon works like a walkathon, but the sponsor pledges so 
much per species identified rather than per mile walked. 

Bruce Falls, former F.O.N, President, was the most heavily sponsored 
participant, with pledges totalling over $53 per species. He worked hard 
over a full 24 hours, even listening for owls, woodcock and whip-poor-wills 
after dark, and ended the day with 112 species to bring in $6,000 for the 
cause. 


Elsewhere Birdathons were organized by naturalists clubs at Kingston, 
Midland, Ottawa, Point Pelee, Port Elgin, Presquile,Toronto and Willow Beach 
Other individuals chose their own time and place; we are aware of one parti¬ 
cipant who did his Birdathon count in England and two who went after big 
lists in Texas! 

Proceeds of the birdathon are shared by the Long Point Bird Observatory 
the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation and 
participating naturalists' clubs. Club members can designate 257, of their 
proceeds to their club, and in this way, club coffers were enriched by more 
than $3,000 from this year's Birdathon, The Baillie Memorial Fund provides 
grants for projects on Ontario Birds. This year's grants included support 
for the Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation at Vineland and for a study 
of the feasibility of producing an atlas of Ontario's breeding birds. 

Congratulations go to all of the participants for a spectacular fund¬ 
raising effort and thanks to all of their sponsors for making their success 
possible. The educational impact of the Birdathon must not be overlooked 
either, as several thousand sponsors learn, through their pocketbooks, just 
how many kinds of birds it is possible to find in Ontario on a spring day'. 


■PROJECT INFORMATION REQUESTED 

The 1981 edition of the Directory to Co-operative Naturalists' Pro¬ 
jects in Ontario is now being compiled. The Directory is designed to pub¬ 
licise volunteer naturalists' projects and attract wider participation 
in them. Selected project descriptions are also published in "Seasons" (the 
magazine of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists), as well as being 
included in the Directory. 

Examples of projects in the 1980 Directory include Christmas Bird 
Counts, inventories of natural areas, and county plant and bird checklists. 
Most projects were bird studies, but there have been a substantial number 
on other subjects and we would particularly like to include more of these 
non-bird projects. 

If you are undertaking a project which you think may benefit from inclu 
sion in the Directory, please write to David J.T. Hussell, Editor, Directory 
to Co-operative Naturalists' Projects, Long Point Bird Observatory,P,0. Box 
160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0, and ask for a project description form, 
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ONTARIO DIRD FEEDER SURVEY; 1979-GO RESULTS 

by Erica H. Dunn 

The Ontario Bird Feeder Survey (OBFS) has now completed its fourth season. 
Begun with the aim of learning whether regular observations at feeders 
could detect changes in population size of wintering birds, the survey has 
proved to be both popular with volunteer participants across the province 
and a source of unique information about Ontario's birds. 

The 10 species seen at most feeders last winter are listed in Table 1,along 
with their average abundance. Evening Grosbeaks proved to be number 1, 
present in record numbers despite their rather late appearance in the more 
populated southern parts of Ontario, This resulted primarily from the very 
large numbers in northern regions. As in the previous winter, our survey 
showed that most of the northern birds were males(nearly 80%), while males 
represented only about 40%, of birds reaching southern Ontario, 

Table 1 - The commonest 10 species at Ontario Bird Feeders, 1979-00* 

Species %, feeders visited Average no,per feeder** 


Blue Jay 

95 

3.6 

Black-capped Chickadee 

n o 
uu 

4.6 

Evening Grosbeak 

77 

14.8 

Downy Woodpecker 

77 

1.0 

Hairy Woodpecker 

68 

0.9 

Starling 

61 

2.7 

House Sparrow 

57 

8.2 

White-breasted nuthatch 

56 

0.7 

Dark-eyed Junco 

53 

1.2 

Tree Sparrow 

49 

1.6 


* Based on data from 356 feeders. 

**Average maximum count per feeder per day, throughout 5-month survey period. 

Other species showing notable increases last winter were Purple Finch,Black- 
capped Chickadee and White-breasted Nuthatch. Purple Finch increases were 
restricted primarily in northerwestern Ontario, while chickadees were more 
numerous in the south. Nuthatches were more uniformly abundant, but were 
not as numerous at feeders as might have been expected, given that Christmas 
Counts detected more than twice as many birds in the province as in the 
previous 3 winters, 

Declines during 1979-00 were detected in Blue Jay,Mourning Dove,Starling 
and Darlc-eyed Junco. Big years for Blue Jays seem to result from mid-winter 
influxes from Quebec, and this movement was lacking last winter. The other ! 
declines are less easy to explain, as they may have resulted from greater 
migration to the U.S,, lower attendance at feeders due to last winter's 
relatively mild weather, or to real population size changes. 

Full details of the 1979-GO season are included in the fourth OBFS annual 
report, available for $1,00 from the Long Point Bird Observatory. LPBQ has 
been awarded a Wintario Grant to analyze the effects of habitat on the 
numbers and kinds of birds attending feeders, and this work should be 
completed by the end of the 1980-81 season. Anyone wishing to participate 
this winter, particularly if living outside the Toronto area, is invited 
to write LPB'0(address above) for information on how to take part. 

I i l It l l-l-l I IH -K-+ 

Summer Naturalist/Interpreter Jobs - (continued from page 55) 

Send completed applications (received or post-marked not later than January 19, 
1981 to: Public Servico Commission of Canada, 180 Dundas Street West, Suite 1100, 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2A8. 
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Miss Diane Millar, R. R. #1, Troy, Ontario LoR 2B0 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Capping, 36 Jerseyville Rd. E.,Ancaster, Ontario L9G 1K1 

Dr, & Mrs. Walter Glooschenko, Carlisle, Ontario LOR 1H0 

Ms. Ruby Clark, 928 Unsvjorth Ave,, Burlington, Ontario L7T 1R3 

Mr. Ernest Honywill, 11 Star Ave., Hamilton, Ontario L8K 3X8 

Miss Allison Haddow, 34 Tivoli Drive, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 2E4 

Mr. David Pickering, 151 Woodside Drive ■, St. Catherines, Ontario L2T 1X5 


- GET INVOLVED - 

- SUPPORT YOUR CLUB - 

- WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 


































































